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“ FEAR NOT ; FOR BEHOLD,!I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PLOPLE” 


Behold! from Calvary's top afar, 

of war ; 

Peace is proclaim’d to Adam’s sons, 
ind Death and Hell receive their doom. 


The banner of the G 


Christ is our Captain, and the war 
With Antichrist we now declare ; 
“Arm’d with eternal truth we come, 

To send the vanquish’d demon home. 
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*.* We republish this Prospectus in our 
first number, as the fundamental law and 
constitution of this paper. 


Tue title affixed to this Prospectus, is a 
brief exhibition of its contemplated con- 
tents. ** Jesus Christ, who is God over all, 
blessed forever,”’ is our only Counsellor, 
Pattern, and Guide. Antichrist, in all the 
Protean forms he may assume, our only 
enemy. And confident of success, under 
the auspices of our Almighty Commander, 
“‘ we fight, not as those who beat the air,” 
but like those who are certain of victory. 
What is the feeble glimmer, and delusive 
twinkling of error, compared with the re- 
fulgent glory of the sunshine of truth? What 
are the impotent efforts of an already van- 
quished demon, compared with the incon- 
ceivable power of that God, who speaks 
worlds into being, and at whose frown cre- 
ation trembles to its centre ? To vindicate 
“ the ways of God to man”—to pour the 
wine and oil of the joy of the salvation of our 
God into the wounded hearts of our breth- 
ren of Adam’s race, who are groping in the 
darkness of error and unbelief ; and to break 








and scrutinized, in the closest possible a ee of 212 pages annually, including an 
ner, will always appear hike gold tried seven |Index of the contents, which will be _de 
times and purifie m And error, like dross, | livered to each subscriber atthe close of the 
be completely separated, identified, and de-| year, to complete the volume. 
stroyed. No communication will ever be! ———- 
rejected by the Editor of this paper, provi-| ON THE BEING OF GOD. 
ded it is couched in admissible terms, and; __ ; : 
even under exceptionable circumstances, “* For the invisible things of him from ily 
(personalities excepted,) if the writer insists} ¢”e@fton of the world, are clearly seen, 
upon the publication of his sentiments, he | being understood by the things that are 
shall be gratified, on condition of publicly | made, even his eternal power and God 
acknowledging them for his own. head. Paut 
The candle shall not be placed under a} [+r is universally admitted, that to obtain 
bushel, but in the house. |a knowledge of any art or science, an ac 
The glory of God, and the happiness of} quaintance with the principles on which 
man, is a subject, involving consequences of| that art or science is founded, is absolutely 
such momentous importance, that mankind | necessary ; and that our knowledge of that 
universally should give it the preference to/art or science, will be in an exact propor 
all others. And were it understood, it}tion to our knowledge of the principles on 
would unquestionably receive attention, at| which it is founded. What could be more 
least, insome measure commensurate with| absurd than to give a man a complicated 
its value. sum in arithmetic, which would require the 
Regarding all men as our brethren, and) application of every rule and table belong- 
looking forward with faith to the accom-!jng to that science, to investigate and com 
plishment of the promises, when “the know-| plete it, and he ignorant that eight times 
ledge of God shall cover the earth, as the | ten amounted to eighty, and could not be 
waters cover the sea ;’’ the asperities of our! more or kt ss; and that twenty substracted 
corrupt nature are softened, and man be-|from eighty, left sixty; and that addition 





the bands of antichristian slavery, and sun- 
der every yoke, are the incentives to ac-|¢omes the friend of man. 
tion. ‘fo the candid inquirer after truth, In the confident assurance that the pro-| 
our patience shall be exercised, and keep mulgation of the blessed truths, which are | 
pace with his importunity. To the honest contained in the Gospel of our Lord and 
> % S > 4 . | .< rt 2< . . ic ’ © at 
disputant, we will oppose patient investiga-|>@vlour Jesus Christ, will have a tendency 
tion. To the wavering, the unanswerable |‘ effect so desirable an end, the public are 
declarations and oath of God. To the in-/"equested to patronise this “ Herald of 





increased, and substraction reduced; and 
that numbers were figures, in themselves 
a nonentity, but were an infallible rule 
to calculate a substance? Where is the 
man who would intrust his property to the 
management of one, who was so grossly 
ignorant of the manner of ascertaining its 
numerical importance, or of disposing of 





furiated bigotry of antichristian zealots, |Z00d news,” and give it support, so long, 
the two edged sword of the gospel of Christ ! jand ho longer, than it shall contend for: 
And to all men, charity-—-To ‘heir errors /|G0d’s glory, and the happiness of the fami-| 
Truth! The columns of this Paper will be | ly of Man. 
open to all religious sects, confined to none, 
Truth is the object ; reason, the means to 
obtain it; and the scriptures, the source 
from which alone it is to be obtained. 


sa 
CONDITIONS, 


This Work wil! be of the royal quarto form: 


it, when he did not know the method of 
calculating ifs value’? There is not a man 
living, in the quiet possession of his mental 
faculties, who would be guilty of so great 
improvident e. How often are we told that 
the coneerns of this life bear no proportio: 
to the concerns of a never cuding existence 


It is to be understood, that the Editor 
possesses a right, in common, to combat er- 
rer, and investigate truth. And that the 
character this paper may assume, depends 





jand no subscription received for less than six 


each number consisting of four pages, on good|peyond the grave. to another world, to 


paper, at $3 per year; six months to be paid ir ‘elernity, And admitting the truth of thes« 
which no reasonable man can 


advance, on the delivery of the first number. premises 


ideny, how preposterous is the conduct of 


months, at the expiration of which, all who 
upon the public, or those, whose c - : ; ‘ 
f I . ; ~eapets please to continue their support, will advance| 


nications shall demonstrate the Truth ; and| the remainder of the subscription. It will be, 





those, whose actions are an almost continual 
reversion and denial of their principles 


not to the arbitrary will of any man living. | published weekly, on Saturdays, as soon as al Lives there a man, who would neglect the 
“ For wisdom is better than rubies : and all | sufficient number of subscribers om he obtain-/ @Ppprepriation ol hve dollars to any s recitie 
the things that may be desired, are not toled to justify the undertaking; and will be de-| purpose, were he firmly convinced that by 


be compared to it.” Therefore, to obtain | voted exclusively to Theological discussion] so doing he would receive five thousand ! 
this inestimable treasure, “‘ search the scrip- | and inquiry, without regard to name, sect, or) No!—lIs there a man who would neglect 
tures,” for “‘ they testify of me,” is the de-| party. This paper will be printed with ajthe appropriation of five dollars, wore be 
Truth investigated! iong primer type, and make a royal quartojfirmly convinced it would prevent his los- 


claration of Christ. 
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ing five thousand? No! And yet we are)stration, for we know of no absolute neces- 
told, that if we keep the law of God, we sity, why that city should have existed ; 
and if we violate his law,|yet no man denies this fact, but believes 
we lose our souls. And strange to tell,| that this city did exist. It must be evident 
there are many men who profess with their) to every person, that a truth is simple or 
mouths this belief, who take much greater| compound, in proportion as it needs facts 
precaution, and use more means to preserve | to investigate, or evidence to prove it; and 
their money than their souls. Is such con-| that it is easy or difficult to be understood, 
duct consistent with such principles? and/and consequently to be believed, in propor- 
are “these trees known by their fruits ’”’/tion as itis sample or compound; and that 
Who can witness such conduct without re-| we yield our assent to facts in proportion 
curring to the declaration of the prophet’|as we understand them; and that it is im- 
“The heart is deceitful above all things,| possible to believe, or disbelieve a thing 
and desperately wicked.” If the concerns|or principle from mere courtesy ; but that 
of this world are comparatively of no con-|we are obliged from a necessity of our 
sequence, when put in competition with|natures, which is without our contrel, to 
those of a future world, and if all men| believe when our understanding is convinc- 
are accountable to God, as their Creator|ed of the truth of the thing to be believed. 
and Judge, how obvious mustit be to every;A compound truth necessarily creates 
man, that without the knowledge of the| doubts; we see no necessity for believing ; 
being, character, and purposes of his Crea-|on the contrary, a simple truth forces con- 
tor and Judge, that he has no foundation] viction, for it is at first sight more difficult 
for his hopes, or measure for his fears.—]|'o disbelieve than to believe it; and where 
is God my enemy? where shall I findaco-|the mind is not partially deranged by 
vert to screen me from the bolt of his ven-| prejudice and error, arguments are as un- 
geance, hurled by the “red arm” of in-|necessary to foree conviction, as entreaties 
censed Omnipotence’? Is he my friend?| would be to a hungry man, to partake of a 
who can marshal a host against him, or drag|feast. Man is a reasonable creature ; or 
me from the shelter of his pavilion? Who! rather, a creature capable of reasoning ; 
can destroy the high tower of my defence ;/and the great diflerence of opinion and 
or transfix my bosom witha dart, when it is/principles, which exists among mankind, 
covered with the shield of God? Did a|does not proceed from diversity of nature, 
man stand convicted of crimes, and amena-| but from education. If it is objected that 
ble to an earthly tribunal, would not his|children of the same family frequently dif- 
anxiety be increased in proportion as he|fer, 1 answer, a child may have a bundred 
was ignorant of the characters of those who| teachers out of doors, and that his educa- 
were to decide his fate? and would not his| tion is often the effect of accident, if not 
anxiety diminish, and his hopes revive in|the sport of circumstances. Man is so 
proportion as he became acquainted with|constituted, that he will, nay, he must act. 
the reputation of his judges, and believed| He never was—he never canbe neutral. 
that their characters were good, their mer | Happiness is his “‘end and aim.”’ And the 
cy great, their compassion abundant; and| reason he does not obtain it is, because he 
that even pity smiled, where justice held|is so blinded by passion, or prejudice, or 
the balance ’—He would. And as eternity | both, that he pursues misery by mistake, 
exceeds the fleeting moments of time, so|and as certainly, as cause precedes conse- 
much more are we interested in the charac-|quence. I appeal to the experience of 
ter of our Eternal Judge. It is a bappy cir-|every person, for the truth of these pre- 
cumstance fer man, that this knowledge is | mises. 
as simple as it is important; and that the} Man has been called a “religious ani- 
means of acquiring it is as extensive, as its mal.”” The history of the world, and the 
necessity is obvious. ‘The book of nature|clmost innumerable sects who have dis- 
is the book of God. tracted it with their disputes and conten- 
« The heavens declare the glory of God, | tions, prove it incontestably. Lf we exam- 
and the firmament showeth his handy work. | ine the characters and attributes of the ma- 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night|ny wooden, or imaginary deities, at whose 
unto night showeth knowl dge. There is no| shrines, men in every country, and in every 
speech nor language where their voice is not| age have bowed the knee, or immolated the 
heard. Their line is gone out through all) victim, we shall have examined the charac- 
the earth, and their word to the end of the/| ters of the worshippers, and their religions 
world.’’? Although an Atheist, if there is|likewise. We find the polished and polite 
such a “Lusus Nature,’ may not peruse| Athenians, erecting a superb altar, and 
this paper, still it may be proper to demon-|inscribing it “ to the unknown God.’’—And 
strate the being of God; it may add fresh}that sophistry and credulity stamped the 
evidence to the wavermg, aid cannot of-|manners, and appeared the religion of the 
fend the Christian. There are many things}age. We behold imperial Rome deifying 
received as truths, which will admit of|the creature, building magnificent temples, 
proof, but caunot be demonstrated. We}and by assuming the attributes of their idols, 
may prove by the concurring testimony of| they plunge in every species of dissipation, 
historians, that the City of Carthage once} riot, and debauch, until the worshippers 
existed, and contained a numerous popula-| and their gods are included in one common 


save our souls; 
































tion; but we cannot prove it to a demon-j undistinguished ruin. If we look at Car- 








thage, the rival of Rome, we see a nation 
less enlightened; fear characterizes the 
worshipper, their children are their offer- 
ings, and their own blood deluges the 
temples of devils.—Even the Jews. the 
peculiar peop'e of God, forsook his worship ; 
bowed the knee to the idols of the sur- 
rounding nations, and burned their children 
in the fire, an offering to Moloch.—lIs the 
god malicious ? the worshippers are cruel. 
Fear, with its concomitant guilt. points to 
the victim, and the deluded worshipper 
sacrifices his child, to save himself.—At 
such a picture, every rational principle re- 
volts. And the mind of the benevolent 
would shrink to nothing, rather than prosti- 
tute every social principle of our nature 
to the purposes of cruelty, murder, and 
revenge; notwithstanding they may be 
dignified with the names of religion, piety, 
and devotion to the gods.—In addition to 
the multiplied evils, which result from ig- 
norance of the true character of God, there 
is another powerful incentive to urge us to 
acquaint ourselves with his character, for 
we are told, “That it is life eternal to know 
God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent.” 
We are likewise told, that “‘we must be- 
lieve that he is.” “I Am,” is not only an 
appellation to indentify, but is declaratory 
of being. And the existence of God, from 
being the most simple of all truths, from its 
necessity, is likewise the most compound, 
from the infinity of evidence which may be 
adduced in proof of the fact. It is the 
only truth which abounds with compound 
testimony, unnecessary to prove the fact. 
“A straw,” has extorted from a professing 
Atheist, a confession of the existence of 
God the Creator of all things, when human 
arguments have proved unavailing. The 
Atheist, who declares that chance produced 
all things, indirectly admits, what he direct- 
ly denies ; for if chance produces, chance is 
a cause. ‘ Andas nothing or the negation 
of all properties and realities cannot be a 
cause, since nothing can have nothing, and 
produce nothing.” Therefore, “ reality in 
some degree or other is the only reason of 
inferring necessary existence, since nothing 
cannot be a cause.” * 


Proposition 1st. 


“ There must have been from all eterni- 

ty some original self-existent Being. 
Demonstration. 

Nothing, or the negation of all properties 
and realities, cannot be a cause. Reclity in 
some degree or other is the only reason 
of necessary existence. ‘Therefore, there 
must have been from all eternity some 
original, necessary, self-existent Being. 


Scholium or Illustration. 


Since something now is, it is manifest 
that something always was, otherwise the 
things that now are must have been pro- 
duced by nothing, that is, not produced at 
all, since nothing cannot be a cause. Now, 
this eterna! something, must be self- existent, 


* Ramsay's Phil. Pria. of Nat. and Rev. Rei. Vol. 1. 
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that is, it must contain in itself a reason! 
why it does exist rather than not exist, a 
foundation upon which its existence relies ; 
some internal cause of existence, that 
renders its non-existence impossible, and 
its existence necessary. 


Proposition 2d. 


The greater reality a being has, the 
greater is the reason for its necessary 
existence. 

Demonstration. 


A self-existent substance is that which 
contains in itself a ground, or reason, which 
makes its existence necessary, and its non- 
existence impossible. Reality in some de- 
gree or other is the only reason of necessa- 
ry existence. Therefore, the greater reali- 
ty a being has, the greater is the reason for 
its necessary existence. 


Scholium. 


In the scale of finites, we may conceive 
innumerable beings, superior to any one de- 
terminate finite, since progression here may 
be infinite. At whatsoever degree of being 
we stop, we may still conceive innumera- 
ble other beings that have more reality and 
perfection than this determinate one, and 
consequently that have a greater reason 
for existing necessarily than it. Necessary 
existence therefore cannot belong to any 
one of them, unless it belongs to all of 
them equally, and then we must say that 
the idea of simplé existence, and that of 
necessary existence, are the same. Now 
this is absolutely false ; for modes or forms 
may have real existence, and yet may be 
changed, destroyed, and reproduced. It 
may be answered, that there is a great 
difference between substantial and modal 
realities. We grant it, but both are equally 
realities, though they are not equal realities. 
- Now, since the force of this reasoning de- 
pends upon their being realities, this evi- 
dence is incontestable. 


Corollary, or Consequence. 


First.—No finite of an inferior degree 
contains in itself a reason of necessary 
existence, preferable to a finite of superior 
degree. 

2d. In the scale of finites we cam stop at 
no being of any determinate degree, that 
has an adequate reason of necessury exist- 
ence, proper to itself alone, and exclu- 
sive of all others. 

3d. Hence the idea of Absolute Infinite 
contains an adequate reason of necessary 
existence proper to itself alone, and exclu- 
sive of all others, since beyond Absolute I. 
finite there is, and can be no progression. 

Proposition 3d. 

The eternal, necessary, self-existent 

being is absolutely infinite. 
Demonstration. 

A self-existent being is that which con- 
tain in itself a reason of necessary exist- 
ence. Nothing besides 4bsolute Infinite 
contains in itself a reason of necessary exist. 





| 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


ence. - Therefore, the eternal, necessary, 
self existent being is absolutely infinite, or 
iafinite in all perfections. 


Scholtum. 


Thus we have discovered that the rea- 
son, the foundation. and the source of God’s 
self-existence is his absolute infinity, or in- 
finity in all perfections. The idea of no 
finite, includes that of necessary existence. 
Its non-existence is not impossible; we 
may suppose it annihilated without any 
contradiction ; whereas it is manifestly re- 
pugnant tosay, that a being that contains all 
perfections does not include the greatest 
and first of these perfections, which is that 
of necessary existence. For this reason 
the Legislator of the Jews defines God the 
Being that is, or the self-existent Being, to 
insinuate that finite is the being that was 
made, and that God alone is the being that 
iss Whatever is self-existent must be abso- 
lutely infinite, and whatever is absolutely 
infinite, must be self-existent. This is the 
simplest, shortest, and most natural way of 
demonstrating the existence of God. Itis 
not deducing this great truth from the bare 
idea and definition of a God, whose exist- 
ence is not yet demonstrated; but from 
the idea of a self-existent being, whom all 
must allow; even the most incredulous. 
We abandon the subtle modern reasonings 
both of the metaphysical and natural phi- 
losophers, and have recourse with Moses 
to the idea of the self-existent essence, as 
the only source of demonstration. We 
dare venture to say, that all those who en- 
deavour to disparage the evidence of this 
ancient Mosaical demonstration, because of 
its wondrous simplicity, have no just notions 
of the original constitution of the human 
mind. Since the being of God is the first, 
and greatest of all truths, it was worthy of 
Almighty wisdom to make our faculties 
such that this demonstration should appear 
to them the most easy and obvious ; strike 
them upon the least reflection, and con- 
vince them of the existence of a God from 
the bare inspection of the idea of a self- 
existent being whom all must allow. Lost 
and sunk in this immense ocean of Absolute 
Infimte ; solitary with God alone, let us 
shut our eyes, stop our ears, impose silence 
upon sense and imagination, fix all our 
powers upon this one object, retire into our 
spiritual natures, and examine, by this great 
idea of the self-existent 4bsolute Infinite, 
what are his attributes and perfections.— 
Ere we begin this research, however, we 
must draw three very useful corollaries 
from this proposition. 

First. All finite substances really exist- 
ent, must be effects, productions, or crea- 
tures of absolute infinite; since nothing is 
self-existent but he alone. 

Second. To whatever degree of realits 
or perfection we elevate any being. this 
cannot be absolvte infinite, if we can con 
ceive ano her being superior to it. 

Third. How great soever be the per- 
fections we attribute to the self-existent, 
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| eternal cause, they cannot belong to abso- 
| lute infinite, if we can conceive periec- 
| lions superior tothem in any degree. 
Proposition 4th. 


Absolute infinite excludes all negation, 
privation, and defect. 


Demonstration. 


Absolute Infinite, is the most perfect ne- 
gation of finite. Finite is only what con- 
tains some degrees of reality and perfec- 
tion, and is a negation of infinitely superior 
reality and perfection ; wherefore its con- 
trary, or absolute infinite, is the negation 
of all finite, that is, of all negation, and so 
excludes all negation, privation, and defect. 


Scholium. 


Though the grammatical term Jnfinite 
s<2m negative, yet its true sense is aflirma- 
tive when applied to God. The negation 
of all bounds is the fulness of all perfec- 
tion. It is the actual possession of being 
and reality in the highest degree, without 
any shadow of privation, defect, or limita- 
tion; without any possibility of increase, 
decrease, or variation; and surely this ob- 
ject has nothing negative in it.— It finally 
follows as a necessary and inevitable con- 
sequence, that “ all we can conceive of ab- 
solute infinite is, that it is greater than any 
idea we can form of it; that it surpasses all 
finite comprehension, and that it is none of 
those things that we can imagine. Thus, 
though the object of this idea be positive, 
yet the idea we form of it, is altogether 
negative, as Locke very well demonstrates. 
But it were false to conclude from thence, 
that the object of that idea includes any 
negation ; as it would be absurd to say that 
because our idea of God is imperfect, there- 
fore his essence is such.” Believing in 
the being and existence of God, the Crea- 
tor of all things; we of necessity acknow- 
ledge ourselves to be the creatures of his 

; ; . 
power and workmanship. That he had a 
design in our creation, no man in his senses 
will deny. But what that design was, is a 
question which immediately concerns every 
son and daughter of Adam to know. The 
‘simple belief of the existence of a God, 
\without any knowledge of his attributes, 
or purposes, however it may be supposed to 
approximate to the creed of the Christian, 
will be productive of very little of his hopes, 
or his confidence. The book of nature 
has been open to man in every age, and 
God has never “left himself without a wit- 
ness, having sent rain from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling the heart of man 
with food and gladness.” These constant 
manifestations of love and goodness were 
disregarded, or aseribed to god’ of wood, 
or stone, perchance a golden calf; and 
strange to relate, not unfrequently to devils. 
The occasion of the reproof of Daniel to 
Belteshazzar, is a striking instance cf the 
blindness of man. ‘ Thou hast praised the 
gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, 
wood and stone. whieh see not, no: hear, 
nor know; and the God in whose hand thy 
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thou not glorified.” 

Whether there has been a tradition hand- 
ed down from the first man Adam, or 
whether the Creator has placed an intui- 
tive principle in the mind of man, certain 
jt is, that men in every age have at least! 
had indistinct notions of a something which 
they have supposed to be superior to| 
themselves, and to which they have ren-| 
dered praise, and offered worship; and} 
whose wrath they have attempted to de-| 
precate by sacrifices and offerings. 

The attributes of God can be de- 
monstrated from reason. ‘They are re- 
vealed in his works, and in his word, 
The book of nature, and the book of 


sreath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast 
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should be sick ; and you were to find yourself the, 


victim of pain and disease, and he should prolong 
your sickness and increase your pain, to what 
would you attribute it, to his love and affection for 
you’? and would a disclosure on his part of a secret 
purpose of sou!, which he had cherished to distress 
aad afflict you, operate as a bane, or antidote? In 
fine, if the very righteousness of the creature is but 
“filthy rags,” compared with the purity of the 
Creator, where can we find language. sufficiently 


| strong to express a just abhorrence of the prepos- 


terous impiety of those, who accuse a God of in- 
finite power, wisdom and goodness, of purposes 
and intentions, which would even degrade a fallen 
man in the opinion of his fellow worm. What 
conception has that man of his Maker, who would 
attempt to degrade him by attributing to him pur- 
poses, which he himself would be ashamed to own, 
and even the implication of which, would kindle 
|his resentment. 

Is there a man living who will patiently hear bis 





and however they may be diversified, they can 
never be separated, or act counter to each other 
For God never can be tempted, being the sole 
proprietor and owner of all things. Who can bribe 
Omnipotence ? “ Who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things.” 

Infinite Wisdom can devise means to remedy finit: 

evils. 

If there is an infinite evil in the universe, 
there must be an infinite being diverse from God, 
and adverse to him, for God’s infinite, wisdom weuld 
foresee, and his unbounded goodness would prompt 





his Almighty power to prevent an infinite evil. 
| Therefore, there cannot be in the universe an infinite 
jevil, without there is an infinite evil being to pro- 
|duce it. And if this were admitted, it would 
| destroy the belief in God’s infinity, for he could not 
be Almighty, if there was a power adverse to him 
which he could not destroy. And if evil is not 
infinite, it will be destroyed, reot and branch; ora 
power will exist adverse to infinite goodness. And 





revelation harmonizes. They are in unison. | earthly friend traduced, who deserves the name of 


Let it not be supposed that by nature, 


| friend? And shall that “friend who sticketh closer | if God is almighty in wisdom, and evil is to be con- 


than a brother,” and who unsolicited, gave his life a| tinued, and never be destroyed, it must have exist- 


crime and depravity is meant. “ Godi ee , 
i y od is ransom for us, find none to “defend his cause, or! ed with God from eternity; or else God has chang- 


" . es , r 
a God of order, and not confusion. : Na! maintain the honour of his name?” “Is he soled, formed a new purpose, and altered his plan 
ture came from the plastic hands of her| poor that none willdo him reverence ?” Shall that|of government. It is impossible for human reason 
Creator, pure as the light of Heaven. At} name which is more fragrant than the perfumes of | to get rid of these alternatives. They follow as an 
her birth, “ the stars sang together, and all| Arabia, Saviour, be degraded to that of destroyer | inevitable consequence. To suppose the first, would 
the sons of God shouted for joy.” Nature | 24 executioner ? and shall it be accounted ortho-|be to imbibe all the errors of the Pagan, who 
. , Pe le oor dox treason to lift our voice against it ? Heaven | believes in two supreme beings, one good, and the 
is heaven’s commentator. With her right forbid.—The day is on the wing, when the Aurora other bad. And while he courts the favour of the 
hand raised to the heavens, she declareth| of salvation which dawned on Calvary’s mount,| one, he deprecates the anger of the other. And to 
the glory of God, while her left sweeps the | shall burst upon the world in the full meridian of | suppose the last, would be to arrrive at the very 
concave firmament, and describes bis handy | 8°5Pe!_ splendour ; and the revivifying rays of the achime of absurdity, contradiction and folly. 
re i} li Stl hi * Y} Sun of Righteousness illume the once darkened | Infinite Goodness will devise means to remedy finite 
work ; and her planetary messengers Carry | corners of this now benighted world. 7 
the tidings through the vast expanse, to| However great may be the pleasure arising from 
creation’s utmost bounds. Have the stars| the anticipation of this glorious event, that pleasure 
lost their brilliancy? Have the planets |cannotbe in possession of him, who either doubts the 
wandered from their courses? Has the|P°**™ wisdom, or goodness of God to accomplish 
: : it. A knowledge of the attributes of God will 
landscape faded to the view’? Or has}jead us to a similar knowledge of his purposes. 
the purblind vision of Adam’s wayward| And this inquiry isa duty enjoined on us by the 
sons led them astray in the maze of error| werd of God, enforced by every principle of reason, 
and unbelief, until they have lost sight ot 
their beauties, forgotten their origin, and 
forsaken their God! 


evils. 

Good and evil, light and darkness, order and 
disorder, are the greatest extremes in the universe 
It isan eternal law of nature that they shall be 
upposed to each other ; they never can amalgamate, 
assimilate, or mix ; betweenshese, there never will 
be truce, or peace ; one or the other must fall, and 
the victory will not be complete, while one enem 
remains. “The wages of sin is death.” Sin is 
the cause, evil the consequence. If the cause is 
removed, the effect must cease. There is not a 
man,” there is a far greater propriety in saying,| man living who is in possesssion of only one half 
lhe proper study of the Christian is his God. Pro- of his rational faculties, who will deny this palpa- 
\eressing in this divine inquiry, let us gather from | ble truth. The question now presents itself in a 
| reason, nature and revelation, all the information in| form, whieh requires a definite answer. Will in- 
|our power, and “ask wisdom” to direct us of him} finite goodness continue sin as the eause, and there- 
|who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.” Reason,| by ensure misery or evil, as the consequence? Is 
lor the freulty we possess of perceiving and judging, | it possible to answer this in the affirmative, without 
We believe a greater absurdity cannot be conceiv-| is the gift of our Creator, and not our own acquire- |being guilty of blasphemy ? And if answered 
ved, than the frequent declaration that God has a} ment. And if it is the only means in our possession, in the negative, will it not be to the glory of God’s 
secret will, producing secret decrees, effecting the | whereby we ean obtain knowledge to direct, how junbounded goodness, by ascribing to it a power, 
eternal welfare of his creatures; and that his attri-| manifest is the absurdity of those whe attempt to} which will overrule all things, overcome all evil, 
butes are partially revealed, and so much kept back | disparage its usefulness, and deery its value. Much) and set his infinity in its proper light? Much is 
and hid from man, that his future state is very un-| of this folly would be prevented, were a proper | said about the justice of God. His justice is re- 
certain. We feel it to be a duty to set this absurd! distinetion Made between the animal appetites of! presented as being at variance with his other attri 
and impious deciaration in its proper light ; and we | the body, and the faculties of the soul. The first,|butes. What is justice? Is the unmerciful man 
trust that a simple exposure will be sufficient to) is the animal instinct and passion common to the just? If so, justice and cruelty, are convertible 
entail upon it that abhorrence and detestation, which | beast of the field ; the last, the seal and impress of| terms. Is it just to forgive our enemies ; to be merci- 
it so justly merits. “Trust in the Lord all ye peo la God, It is the barrier that divides man from the | ful ? If so, then mercy and justice are convertible 
ple. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends| brute Itis the first link in the chain, that binds) terms. Is the judge merciful, when he condemns the 
of the earth. Praise the Lord, all ye nations; him to heaven. “Come and let us reason tege-/ criminal to be executed? If he is not merciful, 
praise him all ye peeple, for his mereiful kindness is| ther,” is the invitation of God. And was man} he is unjust. 
great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endureth | incapable of reasoning, a being infinite in wisdom 
torever. As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure | never would have condescended to have any com 
in the death of him that dieth.” | memieation with him. Come then and let us mor-| N.B. The public have wow an opportunity to jndge of 

Now to say that God has a secret will, different | tals reason together, that we may assist each other | the Editor’s sentiments ; if they are right, receive them; if 
in the smallest possible degree from his revealed] in our inquiries of him, who can make our “ sins, | "Ne Phe them an. She culgmng of Hie paper caadepen 
will, is to accuse him of dissimulation and hypoeri-| though now the colour of searlet, or crimson, as ~o yaw 
sy. What should we say of a man, who told his} white as wool, or snow.” 
neighbours {o trust in him ; and when they applied| First, it must be admitted, that every property of| it was stated, that this paper should be printed with a“ small 
to him for succour received for answer, that he had | an absolute infinite Being is perfect; for impertee- | pic 9 pe.” This wase mnistake, it should Lave been “ long 
a secret will or purpose ; and instead of assisting | tion cannot be attributed to Almighty power,wisdom I oe " whi te - — ty phy Kamen. = be used in 
them, did them au essential injury ; and instead of| or goodness; and it follows asa consequence thateall | vow - "The Editor ee ned lies te tenn 
saving them from trouble, increased their difficul-|the attributes of God are the perfections of Ged, |\ize. or reduce the price, when the subscription list shall 
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and is indispensably necessary to our temporal | 
enjoyment. If “the proper study of mankind is 











THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD .CAN BE DEMONSTRATED 
FROM REASON. 


To be contiaued, 
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To Subscrthers 
Tn the conditions annexed to the prospectus of this paper, 





ties? Suppose a man were to receive praise because 
he was merciful ; and it was afterwards discovered 
that he had a secret will, or disposition which was 
not merciful; would the praise continue to be 
offered ? andif so, what would he be praised for ? 
~o conceive ofa man who should tell you that he 
had no pleasure in your sickness, provided you, 


Second. It must likewise be admitted, that all 
that a finite mind can conceive of God, is efile 
in these three attributes ; mighty power, infinile 
wisdom, and unbounded ‘oodaess. 

Third. These infinite attributes, powers and per- 





far transcending the conception of a finite mind ; 





fections of God are able to effect infinite purposes, | 


| justify the measure. 
To Correspondents. 

All Communfcations forwarded the Editor per mail, to be 
published in this paper, must be “ post paid.” City corres- 
pondents are requested to send their communications to the 

office of The Gospel Herald, No. 93 Gold Street. 


| — 
| EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 
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